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SUBJECT: KAMAL HOSSEIN: BANGLADESH FOREIGN MINISTER 
IN NAME ONLY? 

REF: DACCA 1002 

1. FCO SOUTH ASIAN DEPARTMENT HEAD CHALMERS CONFIRMED 
TO US SUSPICIONS EXPRESSED REFTEL THAT KAMAL HOSSEIN MAY 
NEVER RETURN TO HIS JOB AS BANGLADESH FOREIGN MINISTER, 
WHEN WE SAW HIM FEBRUARY 28, IN COMPANY WITH INR SOUTH 
ASIAN DIRECTOR HOWELLS WHO WAS VISITING HERE. 

2. AS EVIDENCE, CHALMERS CITED THAT HOSSEIN HAS MOVED 
INTO AN APARTMENT IN OXFORD WITH HIS FAMILY INCLUDING 
HIS MOTHER, CONTRARY TO USUAL PRACTICE FOR VISITING 
FELLOWS AT ALL SOULS COLLEGE. CHALMERS KNOWS THAT 
HOSSEIN HAS ALSO CONSIDERED PURCHASING A HOUSE NEAR OX- 
FORD, IF HE WERE TO FIND PERMANENT EMPLOYMENT THERE. 
HOSSEIN HAS BEEN AFTER A PROMINENT PROFESSOR OF LONDON 
UNIVERSITY FOR A READERSHIP IN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AT 
THAT UNIVERSITY STARTING IN 1976. HE HAS INQUIRED IF 

HE WOULD BE ALLOWED TO PRACTICE AT THE BAR WHILE TEACH 
ING THERE. ALTHOUGH ORIGINAL PROPOSAL FOR OXFORD 
FELLOWSHIP WAS PUT IN TERMS OF HOSSEIN MAKING FREQUENT 
TRIPS BACK AND FORTH TO HANDLE AFFAIRS IN DACCA AS WELL, 
HOSSEIN HAS SHOWN NO INTEREST IN GOING BACK. CHALMERS' 
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HAVE ELICITED ONLY VAGUE REPLY FROM HIGH COMMISSION HERE. 
WHEN DEPUTY UNDER 

SECRETARY WILFORD HAS COMPLETED UK-INDIAN CONSULTATIONS 
IN NEW DELHI MARCH 6 TO 10 (LONDON 2869) HE PLANS TWO- 
DAY STOPOVER IN DACCA FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS THERE. IT 
WOULD BE NORMAL FOR HOSSEIN TO BE PRESENT. YET BENGALEES 
HAVE INDICATED THAT FOREIGN SECRETARY WILL HANDLE THESE 
DISCUSSIONS IN HOSSEIN'S ABSENCE. 

4. BRITISH ARE NOT HAPPY WITH EXTENSIVE LOBBYING AGAINST 
AWARD OF HONORARY DEGREE TO BHUTTO CARRIED ON BY HOSSEIN 
EVEN THOUGH BENGALEE HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON KEPT OUT 
OF IT. VISITING PAKISTANI OFFICIAL SHAHI TOLD BRITISH 

THAT HOSSEIN'S ACTIVITY HAS BEEN NOTED AND REGRETTED BY 
BHUTTO. CHALMERS SUGGESTED THIS WOULD REDUCE HOSSEIN'S 
FUTURE USEFULNESS AS FOREIGN MINISTER. 

5. IN SHORT, THOUGH THINGS MAY CHANGE, BRITISH ARE 
FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT HOSSEIN HAS NO INTENTION OF RETURN- 
ING TO HIS IOB. 

RICHARDSON 
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